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T Author, having Mr. on the 

ompoſition of a Sermon together with one hundred Skeletons 
of Sermons, takes the libergy of offering to the Public theſe few 
Pages by way of Appendix to that Work. The various Methods, 
which Mr. Claude has propofed for the treating of different Sub- 
jects, are all exemplified in the Skelerons annexed to his Efſay®, 
But the particular * which He mentions as Sources of Inven- 

tion, may be rendered more profitable by being brought into one view. 
And the different Modes of treating Subjects, which He ſuggeſts, 
may be more clearly underſtogd, by being all exemplified on One 
Text. This idea having recently occurred to the Author's mind, 


* 


He has maturely weighed it; and the more it has engaged his atten- 


tion, the more firmly has been perſuaded of the utility of carry- 
ing it into effect, But he was aware, that, to propoſe a text in four 
different points of view without introducing any material Repetitions, 
was no eaſy matter.—If indeed He had choſen to take ſeparate parts 
of the text for the ſeveral diſcourſes, He would have found it eaſy 
enough to avoid the molt diſtant approach to Tautology : But ſuch 
a mode of diſcuſſing ſubjects He does not akogether approve: The prin- 
cipal Points in every text ought, in his Judgment, to be the leading fea- 
tures of the diſcourſe formed upon it: And upon that Principle He 

as conſtructed the Skeletons which are annexed to this Sermon. An- 

ther and a far greater difficulty, was, to include no leſs than twenty- 
ſeven different Topics in one diſcourſe, and yet to preſerve (what no 
Sermon ſhould want) Unity and Perſpicuity throughout. But, being 
very ſolicitous that N.. ſhould be omitted which could contribute to 
the Perfection and Uſefulneſs of that invaluable Eſſay, He has made 
the Attempt: With what ſucceſs, He leaves to a candid Public to 
determine. He begs the Reader however to take Notice, that the 
introducing of all the Topics into one diſcourſe is a thing by no means to be 
imitated. It is done here, only with an intention to ſet in a cleat 
light the Nature and Uſe of thoſe topics. In fact, a Perſon, who 
would write a judicious diſcourſe, muſt” not only not undertake to 
bring in every topic, but He muſt not fetter himſelſ by an endeavour 
to illuſtrate am topic. He muſt conſult the Nature of the text or 
ſubje& which He is Wealing and muſt follow whitherſoever that 
may leati him, The mind, filled with any ſubject, will naturally 
ſuggeſt ſuch ropics as are moſt calculated to refle& light upon it. 


| « 
For Subjects diſcuſſed by Fxplication, (which is the Author's moſt frequent method) 
ſee Skel. i. it. » &c.— by Propoſitions xl ii. lxii.— by Obſervations iii. XXX, xl.— 
by perpetual Application iv. Ii. Ixxv. . 
*. Whereas 


* © 
Bi, , i 


> 


* 


* % * 
4 n 9 * . 1 
n pu - S 9 FEY - 4 4 1 1 
nes 8 o . 5 MO... - SST 
* . 
n 27 — 
* 


= o 
* 2 Ke 
— - * "9.4 
- [A » 


- | | "—"" 
UE gt N = 
- : 7 ®.. ws < oy 1 2 
R E F A C E. ] mt | 
FX C - YZ 44 * 2 — * 
» » =o > 0 * . 9 
R p . WKY . 
* 5 70 
* 2 


— 


Whereas a regard to this or that particular topic will be very likely he 


to render the diſcourſe incoherent and confuſed. 
Having mentioned the icular intent of this + ry 

— 1 a TE to add a few words upon the uſe of in 

general. WT 

1 is not poſſible to ſay what is the beſt mode of preac 

every individual, becauſe the Talents of Men are ſo various, and 


the extent of their knowledge ſo different. It ſeems at all events ex- 


pedient that a young Miniſter ſnould for. ſome years pen his Ser- 
mons, in order that He may attain a proper mode of expreſſing his 
thoughts, and accuſtom himſelf to the _— of clear, compre- 
henſive and judicious Views of his Subject: But that He ſhould 
always continue to write every word of his diſcourſes ſeems by no 
means neceſſary, Not that it is at any time expedient for him to 
deliver an unpremeditated Harangue : this would be very unſuitable 
to the holy and important Office which He ſtands up to diſcharge. 
But there is a medium between ſuch extem s Effuſions and 
a ſervile Adherence to what is written: T is a method recom- 
mended by the higheſt authorities, which, after we have written 
many hundred Sermons, it may not be improper to adopt: The 
method referred to is, to draw out a full plan or Skeleton of the 
diſcourſe, with the texts of Scripture which are proper to illuſtrate 
or enforce the ſeveral parts, and then to expreſs the thoughts in ſuch 
language as may occur. at the time. This plan, if it have ſome 
diſadvantage in point of accuracy or elegance, has on the other hand 


hing for 


great advantages over a written Sermon It gives a Miniſter an op- 


- Portunity of ſpeaking with far more effect to the hearts of men, and 
of addreſſing himſelf to their paſſions as well by his looks and geſ- 
ture, as by his words, | 8 
Archbiſhop Secker, in his laſt Charge, after obſerving, in reference 
to the matter of our Sermons, We have, in fact, loſt many of our 
People to Sectaries by not preaching in a manner ſufficiently evange- 


lical,” (P. 299), adds, in reference to the manner of our preaching, 


% There is a middle way“, uſed by our predeceſſors, of ſetting down, 
in ſhort notes, the Method and principal Heads, and enlarging on them 
in ſuch words as preſent themſelves at the time: perhaps, dul 


managed, his is the beſt.” (P. 315). He then proceeds to expreſs - 


his diſapprobation of, what is called, Mandating of Sermons, or re- 
ating them from memory, This cuſtom obtains much among 
oreign Divines, and throughout the whole Church of Scotland; 
and in the Statute Book of our Univerſity there is an order from King 
Charles II. that this ſhould be practiſed by all the Clergy,” as well 
| when preaching before the Univerſity and at Court, as before any 
common Audience T. This ſhews at leaſt that, if a Miniſter had 
4 . thoroughly 
oi. e. Between written diſcourſes, and unpremeditated Addreſles. 
+ Mr. Vice-Chancellor and Gentlemen, 
Whereas his Majeſty is informed, = the practice of reading Sermons is * v 
2 en 


iy PREFACE. 


thoroughly ſtudied his diſcourſe, it was deemed no objection againſt 
him, that He delivered it without book. But the way propoſed by 
Archbiſhop Secker ſeems far preferable on account of the unneceſſary 
increaſe of labour to the Miniſter, and becauſe the repeating of a 
Sermon will moſt generally appear, as the Archbiſhop juſtly ex- 
preſſes it, like © the ſaying of a Leſſon.” Many other authorities 
of the greateſt note might be adduced (as thoſe of Bp. Wilkins, 
Bp. Burnet, Abp. of Cambray, &c.) if it were the Author's wiſh 
to vindicate this mode of preaching: But He is far from thinking 
it proper for all perſons or in all places. He conſiders it however 
as extremely uſeful, where a Miniſter's talents will admit of it. But, 
after all, the great concern both of Miniſters and private Chriftians 
is, to enjoy the bleſſing of God upon their own ſouls. In whatever 
manner the Truth may be delivered, whether from a written dif- 
courſe, or memoriter, or from a well digeſted plan, they may expe& 
that God will accompany it with a divine energy, if they be looking 
up to him in the exerciſe of faith and prayer. In this hope, the 
following Sermon, and the Skeletons annexed to it, are ſent forth into 
the world: And if, by means of them, the excellency of the Goſpel 
may be more clearly ſeen, its importance more deeply felt, and its 
ſtrengthening, comforting, ſanctifying efficacy more richly expe- 
rienced, the Author's labours will be abundantly repaid. 


taken up by the Preachers before the Univerſity, and therefore continued even before 
himſelf, his Majeſty hath commanded me to ſignify to you his pleaſure that the ſaid 
practice which took beginning with the diſorders of the late times be wholly laid afide, 
and that the aforeſaid Preachers deliver their Sermons both in Latin and Engliſh 
memory or without book, as being a way of preaching which his Majeſty judgeth 
agreeable to the uſe of all foreign Churches, to the cuſtom of the Univerſity hereto- 
fore, and the nature and intendment of that holy exerciſe. 

And that his Majeſty's commands in the premiſſes may be duly regarded and ob- 
ſerved, his farther pleaſure is, that the names of all ſuch eccleſiaſtical as ſhall 
continue the preſent ſupine and ſlothful way of preaching, be from time to time figni- 
fied unto me by the Vice Chancellor for the time being upon pain of his Maje 
diſpleaſure. MONMOUTH, 

08. 8th, 1674.] - Page 300 of the Statute Book. 
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A SER MON, 


MARK XVI. 15, 16. 


HE SAID UNTO THEM, Go YE INTO ALL THE WORLD, AND 
PREACH THE GOSPEL TO EVERY CREATURE: HE THAT 

' BELIEVETH AND IS BAPTIZED SHALL BE SAVED, BUT HE 
THAT BELIEVETH NOT SHALL BE DAMNED, 


Tz is to be lamented that an unhappy prejudice ſubſiſts in the 
Chriſtian world againſt the peculiar and moſt eſſential doctrines 
of our holy religion; and that, while miniſters defend with zeal and 
ability the outworks of Chriſtianity, they are at little pains to lead 
their hearers within the veil, and to unfold to them thoſe bleſſed 
truths whereon their ſalvation depends. Under the idea that moral 
diſcourſes are more accommodated to the comprehenſions of men, 
and more influential on their r they wave all mention of the 
ſublime myſteries of the goſpel, and inculcate little more than a 
ſyſtem of heathen ethics“. They would be aſhamed and almoſt afraid 
to make ſuch a paſſage as this the ground work of their diſcourſe, 
leſt they ſnould be thought to be contending for ſome uncertain, 
unimportant tenets, inſtead of promoting the intereſts of piety and 
virtue. But can any one read ſuch a ſolemn declaration as that in the 
text, and account it- unworthy of his notice? Can any one conſider 
the circumſtances under which it was uttered, or the authoritative 

manner in which the Apoſtles were commanded to publiſh it to the 
world, and yet think himſelf at liberty to diſregard it? Shall the very 

reci 
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recital of it beget ſuſpicion, as though nothing were deſired but to 
eſtabliſh the Shibboleth of a party? Let us put away ſuch unbe- 
coming jealouſies, and enter in a fair and candid manner into the 
inveſtigation of the words before us: let us conſider that they were 
among the laſt words of our bleſſed Lord while he ſojourned upon 
earth; that they contain his final commiſſion to his Apoſtles, and, 
in them, to all ſucceeding paſtors of his church ; that they are 
diſtinguiſhed by our Lord himſelf by that honourable appellation, 
« the Goſpel,” or Glad Tidings; and that they were delivered by him 
not only as the rule of our faith, but as the rule of his procedure in 
the day of Judgment : Jet us, I ſay, conſider the words 1n this view, 
and, with hearts duly impreſſed and open to conviction, attend to 
what ſhall be ſpoken, while we endeavour to explain the import— 
vindicate the reaſonableneſs— and dilplay the excellency—of this 
divine meſſage : and the I ord grant, that, while we are attending to 
theſe things, the word may come, not in word only, but in power, 
and in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much aſſurance.” g 


I. Ia explaining the import of our text, we ſhall have little more 
to do than to aſcertain the meaning of the different terms; for the 
ſenſe of them being once fixed, the import of the whole will be 
clear and obvious, 

Salvation can mean nothing leſs than the everlaſting happineſs of 
th. ſoul, To limit the term to any temporal deliverance would 
be to. deſtroy utterly the truth as well as the importance of our 
Lord's declaration: for though it is true, that they, who believed his 
prophecies relative to the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, eſcaped co Pella, 
and were reſcued from the miſery in which the Jewiſh nation was 
involved, yet the followers of our Lord in that and every age have 
been ſubjected to inceſſant perſecutions, and cruel deaths; nor was 
that deliverance either of ſo great or ſo general concern that the 
Apoſtles needed to go forth into all the world,” or to preach it 
to © every creature.” Our Lord * came to ſeek and to ſave that which 
was loſt ;” he came to open a way for the recovery of our fallen race, 
and to reſtore men to the happineſs which they had forfeited by their 
iniquitics : this is the ſalvation ſpoken of in the text, and juſtly 
termed, a “ ſalvation which is in Chriſt Jeſus with eternal glory.” 

This ſalvation is to be obtained by faith; *he that believeth ſhall be 
ſaved.” By the term . believing” we are not to underſtand a mere affent 
given toany particular doctrine; for there is not any particular doctrine 
to which the molt abandoned finner, or even the devils themſelves may 
not aſſent; in this ſenſe of the word, St. James ſays : the devils believe, 
and tremble,” The faith intended 1n the text is far more than an 
acknowledgment of the truth of the goſpel; it is an approbation of it 
as excellent, and an acceptance of it as ſuitable. Aſſent is an act of the 
underſtanding only: but true faith is a conſent of the will alſo, with 
the full concurrence of our warmeſt affections. it is called in one place 

a 


0 


(16 


a 4 believing with the heart ;” and in another a © believing with all 


the heart.” In few words, faith is anew and living principle, whereby 


we are enabled to rely upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for all the ends. 


and purpoſes for which he came into the world; a principle, which, 
at the ſame time that ic takes us off. from all ſelf-dependence, leads 
us to purify our hearts from the love and practice of all fin. To 
ſuch faith as this our Lord frequently annexes a promiſe of eternal 
ſalvation: in his diſcourſe with Nicodemus he ſays, As Moſes 


lifted up the ſerpent in the wilderneſs, even ſo mult the Son of man * 


be lifted up, that whoſoever believech in him ſhould not periſh, but 
have everlaſting life, For God ſo loved the world, that he gave his 
only-begotren Son, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, 
but have everlaſting life. He that believeth on him is not condemned; 
but he that beReveth not is condemned already, becauſe he hath not 
believed in the name of the only-begotten Son of God.” And in the 
cloſe of that chapter it is added, ** he that believeth on the Son hath 
everlaſting life; but he that be/zeveth not the Son, ſhall not ſee life, but the 
wrath of God abideth on him.” Not that there is any thing meritorious 
in this grace more than in any other; for, as a grace, it is inferior 
to love; but ſalvation is annexed to this rather than to any other, 
| becauſe this alone unites us to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in whom we 
are accepted, and by whoſe merits we are ſaved. 

To the term Salvation is oppoſed another of a moſt awful import, 
namely, Damnation: as the former can not be limited to any 
temporal deliverance, ſo neither can this be limited to any temporal 


judgment: for, not to mention the expreſs and repeated declarations. 


that the puniſhment of the wicked will be as * a worm that dieth nor, 
and a fire that is not quenched,” our Lord, in the very words before 
us, contraſts the conſequences of unbelicf with the conſequences of 
faith; thereby manifeſting, that they were to be conſidered by us as 
of equal magnitude and duration: and, in his account of the final 
ſentence which he will paſs upon the righteous and the wicked in the 
day of judgment, he delcribes the happineſs of the one and the miſery 
of the other by the very ſame epithet, in order to cut off all occaſion 
of doubt reſpecting the continuance of either: „ thele ſhall go away 
into everlaſting puniſhment, but the righteous into life eternal.” We 
are conſtrained therefore to acknowledge, that the threatning in the 
text includes nothing leſs than the everlaſting miſery of the foul, 
under the wrath and indignation of God. | 
This, tremendous as it is, will be the fruit of unbelief; © he that 
believeth not ſhall be damned.” We muſt not ſuppoſe that the 
unbelief here ſpoken of characterizes only profeſſed infidels, who 
openly avow their contempt of Chriſtianity; for then it would by no 
means afford a ſufficient line of diſtinction between thoſe that ſhall be 
ſaved, and thoſe that ſhall periſh; ſeeing that there are many who 
profeſs to reverencethe Chriſtian revelation, white they live in a conſtant 
violation of every duty it enjoins. If, the receiving of Chriſt as he 
n A 4 45 
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is offered in the goſpel, be the faith that ſaves, then the not receiving 
of Chriſt in that manner muſt be the unbelief that condemns. This 
obſervation is of great importante: for the generality ſeem to have 
no idea that they can be unbelievers, unleſs they have formally 
renounced the Chriſtian faich ; their conſciences are quite clear 
on this ſubject: the guilt of unbelief never cauſed them one mo- 
ment's uneaſineſs. But, can any thing be more plain, than, that 
the ſame faith, which is neceſſary to bring us to ſalvation, muſt be 
alſo neceſſary to keep us from condemnation? Indeed it is ſo ſelf- 
evident a truth, that the very mention of it appears almoſt abſurd ; 
and yet, it will be well if we admit its full force in the point before 
us: for, however zealous many are to comprehend holy actions and 
affections in their definitions of ſaving faith, they are backward' 
enough to acknowledge that a want of thoſe qualities muſt evidence 
them to be in a ſtate of unbelief: Yet, till this truth be felt and 
acknowledged, there is little hope that the goſpel will ever profit 
them at all. f 

There is a qualifying clauſe in the text which we muſt not leave 
unnoticed; and the rather, becauſe it is added in the former, but 
omitted in the latter part; “ he that believeth, and is baptized, ſhall 
be ſaved; but he that believeth not ſhall be damned.” Our Lord 
had appointed baptiſm as that rite whereby his diſciples ſhould be 
introduced into the Chriſtian covenant, as the Jews had been by 
circumciſion into the Moſaic covenant: and men's ſubmiſſion to this 
rite ſerved as a teſt of their ſincerity, and a public badge of their 
profeſſion. If any were inwardly convinced that the religion of 
Chriſt was indeed of divine authority, and were not prevented b 
inſurmountable obſtacles from conforming to this rite, they mk 
cheerfully enliſt themſelves under his banners, and honour him in 
his appointed way; they muſt follow the Lord fully,” if they 
would be partakers of his benefits. But, on the other hand, if they 
ſhould ſubmit to this ordinance, and yet be deſtitute of true faith, 
their baptiſm ſhould not fave them ; they ſhould periſh for their 
unbelief: baptized or unhaptized, they ſhould ſurely periſh. 

The parts of the text being thus explained, there remains no 
difficulty in the meaning of the whole as it ſtands connected 
together. No words can be found that can more forcibly expreſs 
the folemn truth, which our Lord intended to convey : the import 
of his declaration is ſo obvious, that we fhall not attempt to 
elucidate it any farther, but will proceed 


IT. To vindicate its reaſonableneſs. ' 

That men ſhould be ſaved for their good works, or condemned for 
their groſs iniquities would be thought reaſonable enough; but that 
they ſhould be ſaved by faith or condemned for unbelief, ſeems to 
many to be utterly unreaſonable and abſurd. But, to a candid 
enquirer, the equity and reafonablenels of both theſe points may 
be eaſily and plataly evinced. . if 


3 | 
If faith were, as ſome r 


propoſitions, it muſt be confe that, to expect ſalvation by it, were 
poſterous in the extreme: but it has already been ſhewn that this 

is not ſaving faith. The man who truly believes, invariably comes 
to Chriſt in h way; he confeſſes with humility- and contrition his 
offences — he acknowledges from his inmoſt ſoul that he deſerves 

the everlaſting diſpleaſure of God—he renounces every A* that 
might ariſe from his ＋* 1 goodneſs, his penitential ſorrows, 
his future purpoſes, his al amendment — he embraces Chriſt as a 
ſuitable and all- ſufficient Saviour and relies ſimply and entirely 
upon the promiſes, which God has made to us in the Son of his love. 
This, I ſay, is the believer's experience at the firſt moment he truly 
believes in Chriſt, To this we might add, that, from that momenr, 
he lives ig a ſtate of communion with his Saviour, and exerts himſelf 
to the utmoſt to adorn his profeſſion by a holy life and converſation : 
but we intentionally omit all the fruits of faich which he afterwards 
produces, leſt any one ſhould be led to confound faith with its fruits, 
or to aſcribe that to faith and works conjointly, which properly belongs 
to faith alone. Conſider then a perſon coming in this penitent manner 
to Chriſt, and truſting in the promiſes of his God; is it unreaſonable that 
ſuch a perſon ſhould be ſaved ? Who in all the world ſhould be ſaved fo 
ſoon as he, who implores deliverance from his loſt eſtate? Who 
ſhould reap the benefits of Chriſt's death, but he, who makes that his 
only plea and dependence? Who may ſo juſtly hope to experience 
God's fidelity, as he who reſts upon his promiſes? Who, in ſhorr, 
ſhould enjoy all the bleſſings of redemption, but he, who ſeeks 
redemption in God's appointed way? | Surely, if it be reaſonable - 
that Chriſt ſhould © ſee of the travail of his ſoul,” and that God 
ſhould fulfil his own word, then is it moſt reaſonable that he, who 
believes in Chriſt, ſhould be ſaved. : | 
With reſpect to the condemnation of unbelievers, we readily 
acknowledge that hat alſo would be unreaſonable, on a ſuppoſition 
that unbelief were nothing more than a diſſent from certain propoſitions 
through a want of ſufficient evidence to eſtabliſh their divine authority. 
But unbelief is a fin of the deepeſt dye; and the perſon, who is under 
its dominion, is in a ſtate as offenſive to God as can well be conceived, 
For, in the firſt place, he rejects that, which has been eſtabliſhed by 
every kind of evidence which a revelation from heaven can admir 
of: and, in rejecting it, he ſhews, that he is lifted up with pride and 
preſumption: for he not only. takes upon him to fit in judgment 
upon God, but denies his own ſtate to be ſo dangerous and deprayed 
as God has repreſented it. If he acknowledges himſelf to be a ſinner, 
he fill feels neither his guilt nor his helpleſſneſs as be ought, 
but “ goes about to eſtabliſh a righteouſneſs of his own, inſtrad of 
fubmitting to the righteouſneſs of God.” That wonderful method 
which the infinite wiſdem of God has contrived for the reſloration 
of our fallen race, he accounts ** fooliſhneſs ;” and ſubſtitutes, what he 
eſtec ms, a ſafer and better method of his own. The moſt il upendous 
0 diſp ay 
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diſplay of divine love and mercy that ever was or can be exhibited, he 
diſregards, and thus, both © tramples under foot the Son of God, 
and does deſpite unto the Spirit of Grace:“ yea, to uſe the langua 
of an inſpired Apoſtle, he makes the only true God a liar;“ for 
whereas God has ſaid, that “there is no other name, whereby we can 
be ſaved, but the name of Jeſus, nor any other foundation than that 
which he himſelf has laid,” the unbeliever directly contradicts him, and 
unequivocally declares his expectation that there is and ſhall be ſome 
other way of acceptance with him. Now is it unreaſonable that ſuch 
a perſon ſhould be puniſhed ? that ſuch a deſpiſer of God ſhould be 
left without any part in the believer's portion? Let us only appl 
the caſe to ourſelves— It a child ſhould pour contempt upon the wiſeſt 
counſels of his parents, and queſtion the truth of their moſt ſolemn pro- 
teſtations, ſhould we not think him worthy of his parents diſplealure? 
Would not we ourſelves in ſuch a caſes manifeſt our diſapprobation of 
his condut? Who then are we, that we ſhould inſult GOD thus, and 
do it with impunity ? Who are we, I ſay, that, when we are at liberty 
to withhold a bleſſing from an ungrateful fellow-creature, or to in- 
flict a puniſhment on him adequate to his offence, we ſhould not be 
in like manner amenable to God? If any ſay, We acknowledge the 
ſinfulneſs of unbelief, but think the puniſnment of ic too ſevere;” I 
anſwer, * God himſelf is the beſt judge of the malignity of ſin; and 
he has denounced death, eternal death, as the wages due to every 
fin : much more therefore may it be inflicted for unbelief; ſince 
there is no ſin fo complicated, nor any that ſo effectually precludes 
even a poſſibility of ſalvation: we may purge away any other fin by 
a believing application to the blood of Chriſt: but by unbelief we 
reject the only remedy 1 for us. 

Hoping that the reaſonableneſs of our Saviour's declaration has 
been Keiskactorily proved, we come 


III. To diſplay its excellency. ; 

While the goſpel of Chriſt is miſrepreſented and oppoſed by man, 
the angels, who are incomparably leſs intereſted in its proviſions, are 
ever contemplating it with admiration and joy. And, it it were better 
underſtood amongſt us, it could not but meet with a more favourable 
reception; for it has innumerable excellencies, which render it 
worthy of univerſal acceptation. Let us examine a few of its leading 
features, —In the - firſt place, it charly defines the way of ſalvation. 
Take any other way of ſalvation that ever was deviſcd, by repent- 
ance for inſtance, or by ſincere obedience; what inexplicable diffi- 
culties occur to our view! tor, who can tell what degree of repent- 
ance will ſatisfy God for our breaches of his law, and be a ſufficient 
price for heaven? Who can mark out the line which ſhall be 
drawn between thoſe that ſhall be ſaved and thoſe that ſhall periſh? 
Who can tcll what ſincere obedience means? It can not mean the 
doing what we will, for that would put a murderer on the ſame 
footing with an apoltle: and if ic nean the doing what we _n 
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where is the man that can be ſaved by it? Where is the man who 
has not violated it in ten thouſand inſtances, or, who does not violate 
it every day of his life? Who can truly ſay that for any one day 
| he has mortified every ſinful habit as much as he could, exerciſed 
every holy affection as much as he could, and praftifed every ſpecies 
of duty as much as he could? And if we can not but acknowledge 
that we might have done more, who ſhall ſay what degree of inſin- 
cerity may be indulged without violating the law of ſincere obedi- 
ence? On all ſuch plans as theſe we are utterly at a loſs; we are at 
ſea without a compals, But take the doctrine laid down in the text, 
and the way of ſalvation is ſo plain that “ he who runs may read it.“ 
Let any man aſk himſelf this queſtion, Do I believe in Chriſt ? Let 
him purſue the enquiry ſomewhat farther, Do I feel myſelf a guilty, 
helpleſs, condemned finner? Do I renounce all dependence on my 
own wiſdom, ſtrength, and righteouſneſs? Do I ſee that there is in 
Chrift a fulneſs ire to my neceſſities? And do I daily, with 
humility and earneſtneſs beg of God that © Chriſt may be made 
unto me wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanctification, and redem 
tion?“ Theſe queſtions are eaſy enough to be refolved; and by ho 
anſwer which conſcience gives to them we may know aſſuredly 
whether we be in the way to heaven or to hell. And who does not 
ſee how great an excellency this is in the goſpel-ſalvation? Who 
does not fee how ſtrongly this circumſtance recommends the 
doctrine in our text? | 

Another excellency in the goſpel is, that it is ſuited to all 
22 in all conditions. Had any ſelf-righteous methods of acceptance 
n propoſed to the dying thief, what conſolation could he have 
found? How little could he do in his few remaining hours! 
However he might have admired the goodneſs of God to others, he 
- muſt have utterly deſpaired of mercy himſelf. But through faich in 
Chriſt he was enabled to depart in peace and joy. As to the murderers 
of our Lord, how long mult it have been before they could have enter- 
tained any comfortable hope of acceptance] But the goſpel affords a 
proſpett of ſalvation to the very chief of ſinners, and that, even at the 
eleventh hour. Nor is there any ſituation whatever, in which the 
oſpel is not calculated to comfort and ſupport the ſoul. Under 
ft convifions of fin, what ſo delightful as to hear of a Saviour? 
Under ſubſequent trials and temptations, how would our difficulties be 
increaſed, it we did not know that God had laid help upon One 
that was mighty!” The people of God, notwithſtanding the hope 
which they have in Chriſt, feel great and heavy diſcoaragements on 
account of the power of indwelling corruption: they ſeem often- 
times to be rolling a ſtone - the hill, which ruſhes impetuouſly 
down again, and neceſſitates them to repeat their ineffectual labours. 
And what would they do if their dependence were not placed on the 
obedience and ſufferings of the Son of God? Surely they would 
lie down in deſpair, and ſay like thoſe of old. There is no hope; 


(\rm ) 


have loved ſtrangers, and after them will I go.“ Under the various 
calamities of life alſo, believers find conſolation in the thought that 
the ſalvation of their ſouls is ſecured by Chriſt. Hence they are 
enabled to bear their trials with firmneſs: they „know how both to 
be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to ſuffer need.” And 

_ ſhall not this recommend the goſpel ? that there is no ſituation, no 
circumſtance whatever wherein it is not ſuited to us? that while 
every other method of ſalvation increaſes our anxiety, and in many 
inſtances drives us utterly to deſpair, the goſpel always mitigates 
our ſorrows, and often turns them into joy and triumph ? 

A farther excellency of the goſpel is, that it refers all the glory to 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: Every other plan of ſalvation leaves room for 
man to boaſt : but on the plan ot the goſpel, the moſt moral perſon - 
upon earth muſt ſubſcribe to the declaration of the Apoſtle, «+ By 

race are ye ſaved through faith; and that not of yourſelves, it is 
the gift of God.” None, who have obtained an intereſt in Chriſt, 
will take the glory to themſelves; the voice of all without exception 
is, Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name be the 
praiſe.” There is not any thing that diſtinguiſhes -true believers 
more than this, That they deſire to glorify Chriſt as the one 
ſource of all their bleſſings. In this their hearts are in perfect 
uniſon with the glorified ſaints, who ſing continually, To Him 
who loved us and waſhed us from our fins in his own blood, 
to Him be glory and dominion for ever, and ever.” And is 
not this another excellency of the goſpel? Is it at all deſirable that 
while ſome in heaven are aſcribing ſalvation to God and to the 
Lamb, others ſhould aſcribe ſalvation to God and to themſelves ? 
Surely the felicity of heaven is much increaſed by the obligation 
which they feel to Jeſus, and the conſideration that every particle of 
that bliſs was © purchaſed for them by the blood of God” himſelf; 
nor is there ſo much as one amongſt all the hoſts of heaven, who 
would conſent for an inſtant to rob the Saviour of his glory. 

Laſtly—The laſt excellency which I ſhall mention as belonging to 
the goſpel, is, that it moſt of all ſecures the practice of good works, 
Here is the chief ground of jealouſy with the world; and if the 
goſpel were indeed liable to the imputations caſt en it, if it gave 
licence to men to continue in fin, we ſhould not heſitate to diſcard 
it as a fiction, ſeeing that it could never be the production of an 
holy God. But, as the Apoſtle ſays, The grace of God which 
bringeth ſalvation teaches us, that denying ungodlineſs and worldly 
luſts, we ſhould live righteouſly, ſoberly, and godly in this preſent 
world.” If we appeal to antiquity, who was ever ſo ſtrenuous as 
St. Paul in aſſerting the doctrine of juſtification by faith alone, and 
yet, who was ever ſo abundant in labours of every kind? Or whoever 
inculcated with greater energy and minuteneſs the neceſſity of good 
works? If we come to modern times, we mult obſerve that they, who 


now preach jullification by faith, are with the very ſame breath _ 
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of ing heaven to all, however they act, and yet of ſhutting. 
thy os — all by their — ſtrineſs: — they — 
receive the goſpel are condemned as licentious, while they are at the 
ſame time blamed as too rigid and preciſe: nor is this by any means 
a ſlight proof of the efficacy of the goſpel on the hearts and lives of 
its proteſſors: for if their ſentiments expoſe them to the former cen- 
ſure, it is their holy conduct that ſubjects them to the latter. We 
rant, and acknowledge it with ſorrow, that there are ſome, who name 
- 6 name of Chriſt without 1 from iniquity : but muſt all 
therefore be repreſented as of the ſame ſtamp, and the goſpel icſelf 
be conſidered as unfavourable to morality ? Is it juſt, that, while ten 
thouſand glaring ſins paſs unnoticed in an unbeliever, the miſcondu& 
of a few, or perhaps one ſingle fault in © a perſon profeſſing er 
po- 


neſs” ſhould excite a clamour againſt all the religious world as 
crites ? But, thanks be to God | we can appeal to experience, that faith 

does work by love,” and “ overcome the world,” and ** purify the 

heart:” we are therefore emboldened primarily and principally to re- 

commend the goſpel from this conſideration, that while the zealous 
advocates for il riahteoofack are miſerably defective in all ſpiri- 

tual duties, the goſpel of Chriſt invariably ſtimulates us to an holy, 

ſpiritual, and unreſerved obedience, 

Many more excellencies of the goſpel might be mentioned: but if 
thoſe that have been ſtated will not endear it to us, it is in vain to 
hope that any thing which could be added would procure it a 
favourable reception. 0 

And now, as there are many in this Aſſembly who are already 
engaged in the ſervice of the ſanctuary, and many others wha are 
deſtined in due time to undertake the ſacred office of the miniſtry, 
and as the words of my text are in a more eſpecial manner applicable 
to perſons ſo circumſtanced, ſuffer me, with humility, yet with 
freedom and faithfulneſs, to addreſs myſelf in a more eſpecial manner 
to them; and let me intreat you to bear with me if I “ uſe great 
boldneſs of ſpeech.” | X 
: I would beſeech You then, my Brethren, to conſider that, as the 

eternal welfare of our fellow-creatures is ſuſpended on their reception 
or rejection of the goſpel, ſo their acquaintance with the goſpel muſt 
depend in a great meaſure on thoſe who are authoriſed to teach it : 
For faith cometh by hearing; and how ſhall they hear without a 
Preacher?” Be not offended then if 1 aſk, whether you yourſelves 
have received the truth in the love of it?“ If you — not, how 
can you properly commend it to others? How can it be expected that 
yu ſhould * contend earneſtly for that faith“ which you yourſelves . 
have never embraced; or that you ſhould labour with becoming zeal 
to convert your hearers, when you yourſclves are unconverted? O let 
it be a matter of deep and ſerious enquiry amongſt us, whether we 
have felt the force and influence of the goſpel? Have we ever been 
convinced of unbelief? Have we ſeen the equity and reaſanableneſs 
of the judgments denounced againſt us while in that ſte? Have 
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we, under a deep conviction of our guilt and helpleſſneſs, “ fled to 
_ Chriſt for refuge?” Have we diſcovered the tranſcendent excellen 

of this ſalvation; and do we feel in our inmoſt fouls its perf 
ſuitableneſs to our own neceſſities, and its tendency to promote the 
intereſts of holineſs? Can we ſay with the Apoſtle, that “what our 
_=_ have ſeen, our ears have heard, and our hands have handled of 
the 


word of life, that, and that only, we declare“ unto our people? In 
ſhort, while we profeſs that « the miniſtry of reconciliation has been 
committed unto us,” do we experience this reconciliation ourſelves ? 
The falvation of our own ſouls, no leſs than that of our fellow- 
finners depends on this : indeed we are more intereſted in the goſpel 
than any; for if we continue ignorant of it, we periſh under- the 
aggravated guilt of rejecting it ourſelves, and of betraying the ſouls 
of others into irretrievable ruin. We, of all people under heaven, 
are moſt bound to diveſt ourſelves of prejudice, and to labour with 
our whole hearts both to enjoy the bleſſings of the goſpel and to 
ſhew ourſelves patterns of its ſanctifying influence. Let us then, in 
compliance with the divine command, take heed to ourſelves, and 
to our doctrine, that, in ſo doing, we may both ſave ourſelves, and 

them that hear us.” | 
But let others alſo be aware, that though they may have no 
reſponſibility attaching to them as miniſters, they have as Chriſtians, 
I muſt beg leave therefore to ſay unto all, that as “ baptiſm is not 
the putting away the filth of the fleſh, but the anſwer of a good 
conſcience towards God,” ſo the faith which they profeſs can not 
ſave them, unleſs it be accompanied with a renovation of heart and 
life. Do not then be haſty to conclude that you are true believers: 
examine yourſelves whether ye be in the faith; prove your own 
ſelves.” Be aſſured, it is no eaſy matter to believe: it is by no means 
pleaſing to fleſh and blood : there is not any thing to which we are na- 
turally more averſe : what our Lord ſaid to the Jews of old may be ads 
dreſſed with equal propriety to the greater part of nominal Chriſtians, 
« Ye will not come unto me, that ye may have life.” But let it be 
remembered, that, however humiliating it may appear to our proud 
nature to renounce all felf-righteouſneſs and ſelf- dependence, and to 
look for acceptance through the merits of Chriſt alone, it muſt be 
done: it will profit us little to have received the outward ſeal of his 
covenant, unleſs we poſſeſs alſo © the faith of God's ele.” Our 
<« lofty looks muſt be humbled, our haughtineſs muſt be brought 
down, and the Lord alone muſt be exalted :” we muſt bow before 
the ſceptre of his grace, or we ſhall be broken in pieces with a rod 
of iron.“ If we truly and cordially “ receive Him, we ſhall have 
the privilege of becoming the ſons of God; and if ſons, then heirs; 
heirs of God and joint-heirs with Chriſt,” But “what ſhall our end 
be, if we obey not the goſpel?” What proſpe& have we, but to 
be © puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of the 
Lord, and from the glory ot his power? Behold then, * _ 
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death are this day ſet before you. Bearing, as we do, a commiſſion . 
from the Lord Jeſus to preach his goſpel, « we are debtors both to 
the Greeks and to the Barbarians, both to the wiſe and to the 
unwiſe.”. In his ſacred Name therefore we deliver our meſſage; y 
we are conſtrained to deliver it with all faithfulneſs, «+ whether e 
will hear or whether ye will forbear.” He, who with a penitent 
and contrite heart believeth in the Son of God, and, by virtue @ 
- of that faith, is enabled to confeſs him before men, and to honour 

him by an holy life, he ſhall “ recetve the remiſſion of his fins, and 
an inheritance among them that are ſanctified by faith in Chriſt.” 
But he, who believeth not on the Son of God, however moral he 
may have been in his external conduct, and whatever pleas he may 
urge in extenuation of his guilt, he, I ſay, © ſhall not ſee life, but 
the wrath of God ſhall abide upon him:“ he hath practically ſaid, 
„ will not have this man to reign over me;” and the deſpiſed 
Saviour will, ere long, iſſue this vindictive ſentence, © Bring him 
hither, and ſlay him before me.” The Decree is gone forth, nor ſhall 
all the powers of heaven or hell reverſe it, He who believeth 
— ie ſhall be ſaved, but he, that believeth not, ſhall be 

amned,” 
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16 4s DrIscus810N br EXPLICATION. | |; 
Mark 16. 15, 16. He ſaid unte them, Go ye into all the world, and . oY 
the goſpel to every creature; be that believeth and is baptized hall be ſaved z ©: 
Tut be that belicueth not ſhall be damned. - 4.58 
Many are prejudiced againſt the fundamental doctrines of Chriſtianity - 
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But the declaration before us is of infinite importance— 
I. Explain its import | 


Py 


. 
ö 8 Hence, while its authority is maintained, its myſteries are ſuppreſſed 
|; 


The meaning of the terms being fixed, the whole will be clear 


Salvation comprehends the everlaſting happineſs of the ſoul 
[Tt can not be limited to any temporal deliverance—= -m i 
Believers have been often ſubjected to perſecutions and cruel death 
Nor was the deliverance of the ſaints in Jeruſalem, a matter of univer-- 
Its import is properly expreſſed by St. Paula— [al concern 
This is to be obtained by © believing” in Chriſt | | 
[The faith here ſpoken of is not a mere aſſent to the goſpel— 
The devils themſelves aſſent to truths at which they tremble b— 
To believe aright is, to receive Chriſt in all his offices "2Y- 
And ſuch faith has the promiſe of eternal life a- [to Chriſt— 
Not that it is more meritorious than other graces ; but it unites the ſ. 
Damnation on the contrary imports everlalting miſery 
[The puniſhment of the wicked is elſewhere ſaid to be eternal *— 
And the contraſt in the text fully expreſſes its duration— — 
Our Lord himſelf puts this point beyond a doubt f— 
This will be our portion if we “ believe not” in Chriſt 
[It is not reſerved only for avowed infidels and fcoffers— 
They are in unbelief, who are deſtitute of ſaving faith— 
And therefore muſt want that ſalvation that is annexed to faith 8—] 
To faith, baptiſm, when practicable, muſt be added 
[The believer muſt openly profeſs his allegiance to Chriſt— | 
But no obſervance of outward ordinances will profit an unbeliever Þ—] 


The objections ignorantly urged againſt this goſpel lead us to 
II. Vindicate its reaſonableneſs 


To aſcribe ſalvation to good works, and damnation to evil works, 
would be thought reaſonable enough— - 
But to connect the former with faith and the latter with unbelief 
is deemed abſurd and deluſive—= g- 
Nevertheleſs the reaſonableneſs of the goſpel in both theſe points 
may be clearly evinced— 
It is not unreaſonable that a man ſhould be ſaved by faith 
[If faith were a mere aſſent to any doctrines, it would indeed be 
unreaſonable to aſcribe ſalvation to it — 
But it is an humble reliance on the promiſes of God in Chriſt Jeſus . 
Is it unreaſonable then that he who truſts in the death of Chriſt ſhould 
feel its ſaving efficacy ?— 
Or, that he, whorelies on God's promiſe, ſhould experience his fidelity ?—] 
Nor is it unreaſonable that a man ſhould be damned for unbelief 
[If unbelief were a mere diſſent from any doctrine on account of its want- 
ing ſufficient evidence, ſuch unbelief wouldbe comparatively innocent— 
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*2 Tim 2. 10. d Acts 8. 13, 23. James 2. 19, on” 1.12. 1 Cor.1.3, 
4 John 3. 14, 15, 16, 18, 35, * Mark 9. 43-48, Mat. 25. 46. 

£2 Theſſ 1. 8. d To's is intimited by the amiſũan of baptiſm in the latter 
cla of he text. | He>.-11. 13. | 


ron d ide be denies G jon of his fallen inte — 
the wiſdom of God to be fooliſhneſs,! and his truth, a lie n— 
pours contempt on the richeſt diſplays of love and mereyn - 
uen treatment we — not endure from a ſellow- creature _ . 
ow hes can we expect to treat GOD thus with impunity ?P - - 
ks if the wages of every fin is death, much mote may it * the 
I reward of ſo complicated a ſin as unbelief—] | NE 
7 * This pier e ctabliſhed, we hall 
, Diſplay its — 
8. admire the goſpel, as ve alſo ſhould, if, we e roy its 
t clearly defines the way of ſalvation » [excellencies— 
Tan other ways of ſalvation are indefinite— . 
Who can fay what portion of repentance will expiate ſin and purchaſe . 
Or what ſincere obedience is? or by whom performed ? ¶ heaven 
Or what degrees of inſincerity will conſiſt with it? — 0 
1 But every one may know whether he believe in Chrict— __ 
Hence every one may form a judgment of his ſtate before God 
---*Surely this may well recommend the goſpel to our acceptance—] 
2. —. is equally. ſuited to all perſons in all conditions 
How itt ſuited would any other. way have been to the dying thief ! 
| ow long muſt it have been before the murderers of our reconld hav 
| ' e à comfortable hope of acceptance! 
( Bar the goſpel affords a proſpect of ſalvation to all, ee vile — 
. And is . to comfort us under every afflicten— 
What excellency can it poſſeſs that ſhould more endear it to us —1 
23. It refers all the glory of our ſalvation to Chriſt alone 
[Every other way of ſalvation leaves room for man to boaſt ? y— 
But on the plan of the goſpel all are equally indebted to Chriſt a 
All on earth and in heaven aſcribe ſalvation to him alone *— 
Their happineſs is the more dear to them as being the purchaſe of his 
Nor would any conſent for an inſtant to rob him of his sien] 1 
t moſt ſecures the practice of good works 
[If the goſpel really gave a licence to fin it might well ese 
But it teaches us to mortify all fin, and to delight in good works t- 
This effect has in every age been manifeſted in the lives of God's people 
St. Paul, the great champion of the faith, was inferior to none in holineſs 
And the contraditory objections, now urged againſt the preachers and 
profeſſors of the goſpel, afford a ſtrong teſtimony in their favor] 
APPLICATION 1. To miniſters 
l They, who preach the goſpel, ought, above all, to experience its power— 
11 they do nor, their 3 will be greatly ravated— 
Let us then examine whether we have truly, and indeed believed 
Aad let us comply with that folemn, but encouraging injunction X—] 
2. To Chriſtians in 
n does not ſuperſede, but increaſe our obligation to believe y— 
However humiliating it be to ſeek ſalvation in another, we muſt ſubmit*— 
| , The decree i in the text is irreverſible, and ſhall be executed in its ſeaſon—] 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE GOSPEL Mnss AOR. * 


| I. Jeſus Chriſt has plainly revealed to us the-terms of lalvation 


[God has ſent Various me ** to Fer guilty world — . d 
Sometimes he has uſed {try of men, and gies of angels — | 
But in the text be ſpeaks to ur by by only Son- a 


His words contain a command, 4 promiſt, and a threatening — 


| 
The duty he enjoins imports a ſimple r ance upon Chrit - , , [26 
| Yet is it ſuch a reliance as includes a penitent obediential frame —= , 3 
0 To faith thus exerciſed is annexed a promiſe of eternal life b — d 0 : 
. : To the want of it, a threatenin of eternal death © = e . 3 13 
| Not that this was a new of ſalvation — * +» + + » 
It had been n ing — 05 
But it was revealed by Chriſt. with more abundant light and evidence —] 


U. Thoſe he has preſcribed are honourable to God and ſuitable to man 
Any other method of ſalvation noun have ſet the divine nnn as ' 
it were, at Variance — | 
— — for our breaches of God's: law — 
ruth deman execution of the pe which the law denounced— 
Holineſs forbad any thing unclean to — heaven — 7 "2p \ 
But Chriſt has borne the penalty and ſatisfied divine juſtice — 
And by faith we are intereſted in all that he has done and ſuffered 4 — | 
Thus mercy may be exerciſed in conſiſtency with truth and juſtice — 
And every perfection of the Deity be glorified in our ſalvation 
Surely ſuch a plan was worthy of 2n all-wiſe God — 2 „ . al 
Nor could any other have been fo ſuitable for fallen man — 645 © Yf , 
What could we have hoped for from our obedience to the law ? — 
We are utterly incapable of fulfilling i its ſtrict demands - 
Yet, if we could do this in future, it would ayail us nothing, 8 we 6 
could alſo expiate the guilt of our paſt tranſgreſſions — 
But by believing in &riſt we obtain a perſect righteouſneſs * — 
And are made ſpotleſs in the fight of God himſelf -- DS. 
Nor are there any ſo good but-they need this remedy me . - 4 
| Nor any ſo vile but they may be ſaved by it — N. + * "3 
III. All attempts to ſubſtitute any — will be vain | 
- [Many are the refuges to which men flee, in a ſeaſon of conviction — 
The ſubſtitute their own repentance, reformation, &c. in the place 


4} Os ÄEää—5 


faith —- 
But Chriſt is the onl foundation of a Ginner's hope — , 
The very offer of a Saviour ſuppoſes that we are {off — '. wad 0 


a, — — 024.26 _ _ on 4. — 
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Nor noed this goſpel have been publiſhed, if men could haue hoe 5 
Can we ſuppoſe that Chriſt would have purchaſed this ſalvation at the price ' 
ol his own blood, if men could have been ſaved without him? — 
Or that, when he delivercy ſo peremptory a, meſſage, he intended to [21 
leave men at liberty to ſubſtitute any plans of their own deviſing ? — 
Or that be will violate his own declarations to favour us? — , 
We maybe ſure that, whether we approve it or nor his counſel ſhall . 


What he delivered with ſuch authority he will certainly fulfil — 7 
What he ſo ſolemnly pronounced at the very __ hi II he will 
ipfallibly execute at his ſecond coming — 3 
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V. To reject them will be to involve ourſelves in everlaſting 


VI. To ſpread the knowledge of them ſhould be 
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"What be bad then authority to publiſh, be will hereafter have pawer to 
| 4 1 enforce ene . . . "Th 
. To embrace them will be to ſecure everlaſting h 
[ The promiſe of eternal liſe is unequivocally made to faith >— | 
As ſoon as we believe in Chriſt, all our fins are forgiven i— 


And we have a title to an beavenly inheritance k — | 
Nor ſhall we be deprived of the bleſſing on account either of the weak- 
neſs of our faith or the greatneſs of our conflicts — | 
The perſon who is moſt ftrong in faith will have moſt comfort in his way ] 
But the weakeft believer ſhall not loſe his reward - © , 
His faith indeed will be tried by many conflicts = — 
But he who has been the author of it will alſo be the finiſher » —] 
The goſpel is the brighteſt diſþlay of God's wiſdom and goodneſs * = , 
i ju intention in 5 to — from deſtruction | 
Dur pile it 19 4 mean of life to ſome, it will prove an occaſion of death to 
ers p — . + o * «7 * . 
We may err, and that materially, in ſome things, and yet be ſaved at laſt a— 
But if we —— nan aft ip ws PE 3 x 5 . 
Nor ſhould this be thought © an hard ſaying — . . 
We have ruined ourſelves by manifold tranſgreſſions — | 
Nor can e poſſibly reſtore ourſelves to the divine favor — | 
But God has provided an adequate remedy for us — 
The rejection of that can not but aggravate our guilt — 
Well therefore, may it aggravate our condemnation alſo — *| 7% 
He never offered ſuch mercy to the fallen angels — , . «7 
Nor had he been unjuſt if he had withheld it from us — 
But it pleaſed him to deliver up his 1 us = 
Shall he not then puniſh the deſpiſers of his mercy ? — 
Surely his patience ſhall at laſt give way to wrath 5 — 
And cont invitations be turned into indignant repro t- 
Nor e damned themſelves deny the equity of his * — 


labour and 
ambition of all chriſtians | | 

[ The benevolence and dignity of our Saviour while giving this laſt commiſ- 

ſion are equally worthy our notice and admiration — 8 

In obedience to his command the apoſtles went forth into all the world — 
And delivered their meſſage at the peril of their lives — 
To them are we indebted for all the light we enjoy — 
And is not their meſſage ſill as intere/ling as ever? — 

Is it not till the chriſtian mini/er's warrant and directory ? . $ > 

Is it not the behever's chief ſolace and ſupport? = «. «© «© « 

Yes, the Saviour's voice is fill ſounding in our ears = , 

Should we then regard it with indifference ? — 
Should we imitate thoſe who foot away the hey of knowledge ? * I 


Z 


Or thoſe who forbad the apoſtles to beat to the gentiles ? — 
Let us rather labour to ſpread the joyful ſound — 

And to Ai the bleſſings of ſalvation through heathen lands — , , 
Nor ever reſt till that glorious promiſe be accompliſhed * —] . 
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120 Mark xvi: 13, 16. Diſcuſton ty, ProyorrTrons: — © 
WEB r 15 _ | 73 
I. There will be an awful difference between. the ſtates of different 
maen in the day of judgment 8 N 
It can not be that the ſame portion ſhould be reſerved for all 
| [God as our Lawgiver muſt manifeſt a regard to his own law 
BE, — our King muſt diſtinguiſh between his faithful and rebellious 
„ fſubie ct IBA ry 22 2 f | 
But = ans is no ſufficient difference put between them in this world »— 
The _—_ have no certain puniſhment, nor the righteous any adequate 
. _ reward — - gb Sow 
On the contrary, they often riot in eaſe, affluence, and honour, while 
theſe languiſh in pain, want, and infamy »— 
The notices alſo, which are on the conſciences of men, afford reaſon 
expect a future day of retribution *—] 
Some will be exalted to a ftate of unipeakable felicity 
[ They will be delivered from the corruption which here cleaved to them — 
They will be admitted to the bliſsful regions of paradiſe— 
Their capacity of comprehenſion and enjoyment will be greatly enlarged— 
They will join an aſſembly of moſt pure and bleſſed ſpirits — ;, 
Above all, they will behold their God and Saviour 4— 
They will receive public teſtimonies of his approbation e— 
An unfading crown of righteouſneſs will be given to them f— 
They will be ſeated with him on his throne of glory &— 
They will praiſe and adore him with all their powers — 
Nor {hall their happineſs know either intermiſſion or end b—] 
Others will be caſt down to a ſtate of inconceivable miſery y 
[ They will not be permitted to ſtand in the congregation of the righteous i — . 
The Judge will baniſh them with indignation from his preſence k— 
Shame and contempt ſhall be poured upon them before all 
They will be caſt into a lake of fire and brimſtone m— ; 
God himſelf will pour out upon them the vials of his wrath u 
Their own conſciences alſo will bitterly reproach them 
They will have a diſtant view of the happineſs they have loſt p— 
And an enlarged capacity to endure the torment inflicted on them 
Nor ſhall they have any thing to aſſuage their anguiſh 4— 
Not one moment's intermiſſion of pain will be granted them — 
Nor (hall millions of ages terminate their miſery —] 
There will be no intermediate ſtate between 
[The idea of purgatory is an abſurd ition— 
Puniſhment in this world does not change the nature of man— 
Pharaoh was more and more hardened under ten ſucceflive plagues *—» 
And in hell, ſo far from repenting, they blaſpheme God. 
The ſcripture affures us that no change ſhall take place after death a 
If Judas ever were brought to heaven, our Lord's aſſertion would be 
Nor have the dead any proſpect of annihilation y— [ falſe x— 
Not the remoteſt period ſhall determine the exiſtence of one ſingle foul—] 
II. Theſe ſtates will be fixed according to men's acceptance or rejec- 


tion of the gaſpel | 
It is certainly true that our warks will be the criterion whereby we 


ſhall be judged in the laſt, day 
= Bccl: g. 2. v PC. 23. 3z—1 4. Rom. 1.32. & 2. 15. 4 1 Cor. 13.12. 
* Matt, 25.21, 2 Tim. 4. 8. 8 Rev. 3. a. Rev. 4.8. and 3. 18. 
N 1. . i E Matt. 25. 41. Dan. 12.2. ® Rev. 20. 10. 
" Pſ. 11. 6. » Wiſd, 5. 4. Luke 16. a3. Luke 16. 24, 25. © 
Rev. 14. 11. * Exod. 8. 32. t Rev. 16. 9. v Eccl. 9. 10. Rev, 
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> T-. LP - {This is frequently aſſerted in the holy ſcriptures *— |, 
Oh. 585 eee 
| Nor can the ſmalleſt doubt be entertained reſpecting it] OE 
But a due reception of the goſpel is a-very important work ; 
[God has given it as his ſpecial command that we believe on his Son b. 
And this command is as important as any in the decalogue— g 
Cognizance therefore will be taken of our violations of this, as well as of 
any other, _— $28 
Indeed this wotk muſt be performed before we can do any other 
with acceptance * | 
[Without faith in Chriſt we can not do any thing that is good . 
Nor can we derive any thing from him unleſs we be united to him 4. — 
But faith is the only bond by which that union can be effected 
Till we believe therefore, we can be only as withered branches f— 
Hence that ftriking and poſitive declaration of the Apoſtle 3—] 
There is an inſeparable connection between our faith and our works 
[We may diſtinguiſh between them as between the cauſe and effect . 
But we can not poſſibly ſeparate them in our praftice— —- Ny 
Our works ate the fruits and evidences of our faith - 
God, who ſearcheth the heart, might indeed decide upon our faith as it is 
But man can judge of it only by the fruit it produces {ſeated there 
The day of judgment is for the purpoſe of diſplaying to the whole creation 
the equity of the divine procedure 
On account our works will be brought forth as the ground of God's 
ifion— 
n | But, as he who j of the fruit of a tree, judges of the tree itſelf, ſo 
_ God, in 2 the fruits of our 148 decides eventually on the 
Nor ſhalt dis comnetiion be # rgotten in the day of _ 
or ſhall this connection be fo n in t 1 
[Our Lord will ſurely not his own repeated declarations & — 
In enquiring into our works he will never overlook that which is the root 
and principle of all other works | L 63 
In conſidering how we ated towards each other, he will not be indifferent 
about our conduct towards himſelf — ; 
2 be . — 0 u h epa ſhall — — 
that while the rejecters of hi periſh, the true beli 
alone ſhall be ſaved-—] 22 1 
INTER 1. The folly of neglecting the an; ew | 
{Men uſually reſpect the ſanctions of human laws | 
What effect then ſhould not the ſanctions of the goſpel have upon us? 
When the ſentence ſhall be paſſed, can we reverſe it ?- 
If not, it muſt be madneſs to neglect this warnin 
Such folly degrades us below the that periſh a 
Let the paſt time ſuffice for ſuch baſe and fatal conduct: 
— — 2. The wiſdom of embracing it with our whole hearts 
[It is wiſdom to regard things in proportion to their im os. 
But what ſo important as the declarations of the goſpel ? —- 
Temporal things are nothing in compariſon of heaven and hell— | 
Every temporal conſideration therefore ſhould be as nothing in our eyes" — 
We thould buy the truth, and not part with it” at any price 
_* * , This is true wiſc however it may be accounted folly— 
And © wiſdom, ere long, ſhall be juitified of all her children] 
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#2 Mark xvi. 15, 16. Dita by PERPETUAL APPLICATIONS 
Inceſſant was our Lord's attentlofi to the welfare of his churchi- _ . "8 
Regafdlefs both of his own ſufferings and glory, he was ever occupied 3 

in that one concern | * | : 

On the very eve of his crucifixion he inſtituted the meorials of his 

ing love— | | | | 
And, at the moment of his aſcenſion, ided for. the inſtruction 
' of the world to the remoteſt period of time | 

He had an eye to us, no leſs than to thoſe of his own age and nation— 
Shall we not then pay attention to his parting words ? 

Shall we not conſider them in reference to ourſelves? y 
The moſt important truths contained in them are obvious and 

acknowledged e 
Let us then conſider them in a way of practical enquiry 
I. What knowledge have we of the goſpel ? : 

The goſpel is a moſt ſtupendous diſplay of the divine mercy 

[It reveals ſalvation to a ruined world a— | 

It diſcovers God himſelf as manifeſt in the fleſh, and dying for fin b— 

- It offers, and intreats us to accept, redemptian through his blood <— 

It requires nothing to be done on our part to merit his favor d— 

But teaches us to improve carefully what we receive freely * — 
But its true nature and deſign are not generally — 

Some take up prejudices againſt it as a licentious ſyſtem— . 
Nor will they be at any pains to acquire juſt views of its doctrines— I 
Others adulterate it with a mixture of human inventions — 7 * 
Or deſtroy its efficacy by a ſeli- righteous dependence s—] 

Let us however enquire what are our views reſpecting it 
{Do we indeed ſee it to be worthy of all acceptation? 
Does the remedy it propoſes appear ſuited to our neceſſities ?— 
Is it conſidered by us as © the power of God and the wiſdom of God? . 
Do we count all things but loſs for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Has God ſhined in our hearts to give us theſe views ?k— lit?“ i 
Or does Satan yet blind our eyes that we can not ſee them? !-— 
Let us ſearch whether the veil be yet taken from our hearts m—] 
II. What effect have its ſanctions produced upon us? x | 
We are aſtoniſhed to ſee how little the ſanctions of thegoſpelare regarded 
[We can form very little idea of the felicity of heaven— 1 
Nor have we any adequate conceptions of the tormenits of hell—- 
But there is nothing grand which is not uſed to repreſent the one 
Or terrible which does not ſerve to deſcribe the other . 
Yet, awful-as they are, few are ſuitably affected with them 
Motives taken from temporal and viſible things have weight 
But eternal things, becauſe inviſible, engage no attention— _ 
| » They are eſteemed, in great meaſure, as © cunningly deviſed fables” n—] 
e aſk then what e they have produced on us? 
[Are we ſtimulated to diligence by a proſpect of heaven ?— — — 
Does the thought of hell impreſs us with holy fear ?— 

. Does a dread of the deſtroying angel induce us to keep our hearts 

ſprinlled with the blood of Jeſus ? *— Es.” | 
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evidence have we that our faith is ſcr run ad ae _— 
Me are apt to miſtake the nature of faving Faith 3 
8 4 poſe it to mean no more than an t to the goſpel— - | <2 


it to conſiſt in an aſſurance of our intereſt OP Y 
are manta ret 


4 Dur both "2" 
| The former may a in of every fin _ * mc. | 
a The latter is ar rar declared — —＋ ON 


It is indeed an high privilege to know forgizen Po 
But we muſt . — we . that we 7 an 
- But the (cri 2h rs account. of faich is clear and preci 
[Faith, reſpect to its ngiwre, is a fimple reliance on C 
In its origin, it is 3 free, unmerited gift of God *— wal. 

+ Ad me 3 es, it is invariably productive of works 


00 faith of the firſt conyerts and the Jailort—}Þ ͤ 0 7 
Let us then, whether we be really * — 
{Have we ever found the difficulty of — 7 
And under a ſenſe of aur weakneſs cried ane > 5. 


Has God in anſwer tq our prayer ; womghe faich in our 
Are we enabled by i; to overcome the maxims and habits of t 
| a Are we filled by 4 ns of it with love to the brethren ? 2 
And are we, prides by it from earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh 
- Let us thus examine ourſelves whether we be in ide faith N 
We may deceive ourſelves 3 but we cannot e 8 * 
ADDRESS . To thoſe that are in unbelief 7.6169 1! 125 2 


\ [The goſpel was to be i preached to every | 
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Aud F woe is denounced againſt the mini 
What it is their duty to preach, it muſt be our duty to 
* 2 Know then that to you is the word of this ſalvation ſent 
8 Put it not from you, nor adju dge yourſelves unworthy of . 
a A time will come when you vill wick that you had received It  - 
<« Conſider this; and the Lord give you underſtanding in gh 


—— thoſe who 5 in fit 8 2 7 
ou greatly diſhonour God doubts and fear: 
1 See e marco — — 2 
Tealon can qu have to bt his power or willingaeſs | 
Does the guilt of fin diſmay, or its power opgrſ our foul 22 EE 
Chriſt wil} both expiate its 1 k a ux 
lead dhe gromiſe in the text ang it Hall be. re ſolid to to 1 1175 a 
8 3. To thoſe who are ſtrong in faith - X 
* {How glorious is the prbſpect opened to you by the Lond Jeſus lr. 
Let it fill you with holy gratitude and joy— 
Se whatios e m_—_— 5 
what 18 3 and t ms 
the caluqnice of-zhe ungodly— _. = 
LW aith, be ſeen in the excellence of your works— 
And the Lond rant tht you may ever 2 ſay with the Apotle®—} 
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L e WAS as e e 
Deſcgnd from genus to ele. es Fon 
It. Remark the divers characters of « os, whict is 
1 a virtue, which is commande enn 
IV. Oblerve the relation of one ſubject to dt bet. þ fn th 5. ? 
V. Obſerve whether ſome things be not ſuppoſed, which are not | 


85 1 expreſſed. t wat 212 e 1 * 15 F 
ML vi. Kaftect, on the —_ ſpeaking or acting. br” 0 
8 VII. Reflect on the ſtate of the perſon peaking ern, _ 
5 0 88 rk the time of a word or action. — * 
13 rve place. SY of rnd. 5 8 
| 5 Fanden the perſons addreſſet. 5 . 
I. Examine the particular ſtate of perſons aadreled, LY ons 
XII. Conſider the principles of a ward or . 2 5 a 5 F 
XIII. Conſider conſequences. ok = 8 
XIV, Reflect on the end propoſed in an n or an ation. 
XV. Conſider whether there be any. g remarkable. in thy 
8 manner of the ſpeech or action. ; 
8 XVI. Compare words and actions with ſimilar words and actions. 
5 XVII. Remark the differences of words n actiods £ on en, wes 
5 *.. occaſions. df ©. ry 
X XVII. Contraſt words and «ons... K — R 
& XIX. Examine the grounds, or cadſes 1 an affion or expreſſion ; 
23 and ſhew the truth or equity of it. 2 
XX. Remark the good and in expreſſions. and aQtions, 8 2 
WS: > XXI. Suppoſe thin 3 | 82 
= XXII. Guard again obj ections. 2 Et, 
1 XXIII. * Charadiers of — Majeſty — Meaceh—lnfrmity— _ BH, 
> Neceffity— Utility Evidence, * Fre | 
1 XXIV. Reark degreen. | 1% v 5 N 
i1F 4 XXV. Obſervt different intereſts. 166 12 
1 XXVI. Diſtinguiſh- define - divide -- 9 5 
NY: XXVII. Compare the different Parts of the text robe, 
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